Minutes of the Meeting of the

SCAR Antarctica and the Global Climate System (AGCS)

Scientific Steering Committee

Thursday 30 June 2005

British Antarctic Survey, Cambridge, UK

Attendees: John Turner (BAS) (Chair), David Bromwich (Ohio State Univ, USA), Marzena Kaczmarska (SCAR Executive Officer), Paul Mayewski (Univ. Maine, USA), Mike Meredith (BAS), Colin Summerhayes (SCAR Executive Director)

Membership of the committee. It was felt that AGCS would benefit from having additional members, especially from the developing nations. Several names were put forward. ACTION – JT TO INVITE THESE SCIENTISTS.

The AGCS Implementation Plan. JT presented a draft version of the plan. To date input had been received from 15 of the 32 SCAR nations. ACTION – JT TO SEND REMINDERS TO THE OTHER NATIONS.

It was agreed to leave the appendix as a full record of the input received from each nation. However, the six page summary should consist of a one page introduction, roughly one page devoted to each theme and a final general page on outreach etc. The current list of targets for each theme would be replaced by text written by each Theme Leader. The form of the text for each theme would be:

1. Goals from the Science Plan

2. General text summarising how the theme will be implemented

3. Outcomes – data sets, studies, papers, model improvements etc

4. Timeline

5. Gaps in the work to be carried out

Products of AGCS. It was felt that the programme needed clear products/deliverables/outcomes. Following a discussion it was agreed that the possible targets would be:

1. Development of the existing Met READER data base

2. Production of a new Ocean READER data base of oceanic observations and derived products. BAS could possibly host a student to develop this in summer 2006.

3. Production of a new Ice READER data base of information on the locations where ice cores have been collected, publications resulting from the cores, who holds the data etc. This activity will be led by the Univ. of Maine ACTION PAUL MAYEWSKI. Yes

4. Determination of the state of the Antarctic climate for the last 2000 years.

5. Predictions of how the climate of the Antarctic will evolve over the next 100 years

6. Intercomparisons of climate model output for the Antarctic

 Recovery of ice cores spanning West Antarctica, the Antarctic Peninsula, sub-Antarctic Islands and South America as part of ICARA (Ice core Climate Archive Recovery Activity for purposes of investigating climate teleconnections through the Southern Hemisphere

AGCS and the IPY. There appears to be no-one coordinating a ‘cluster’ of activities concerned with Antarctic meteorology and climatology. It was agreed that we would propose that AGCS assume this role, which could cover:

· additional met observations for IPY, such as extra radiosondes, AWSs etc.

· production of back/forward trajectories for the IPY period

· preparation of high resolution analyses and forecasts for the IPY period

The first step was seen as assessing the IPY EOI for proposals that would fall within this field. A decision would then be made on whether to submit our own proposal for this work. ACTION: DAVE BROMWICH TO REVIEW EOI AND TALK TO DAVE CARLSON

Ice cores seem to be covered, but Paul Mayewski agreed to decide when a further proposal needed to be submitted in this field. ACTION PAUL MAYEWSKI Yes

SCAR Hobart, July 2006. There was extensive discussion of the form of the sessions that we would like to see in Hobart. We await responses from most of the SSG/PS but our view at present is:

Sat 8 July – No rooms needed

Sun 9 July – PS Plenary session all day

Mon 10 July - SSG/PS Expert, Action and PPG groups meet all day

All day symposium on “Climate of Antarctica and the Southern Ocean over the past 2000 years”. Will have a special emphasis on calibration. The intention of the meeting is to produce a paper.

All day symposium on Astronomy from Antarctica – convenor John Storey.

Tue 11 July.

AM - SSG/PS Expert, Action and PPG groups meet all day

Symposium on “Climate of Antarctica and the Southern Ocean over the past 2000 years”. Will have a special emphasis on calibration. The intention of the meeting is to produce a paper.

PM – Final SSG/PS plenary

Wed 12 July – SCAR plenary

Possible speakers – Paul Mayewski and someone covering solar-terrestrial field.

Thu 13 July – Parallel AGCS and ICESTAR Symposia all day

Fri 14 July  – Parallel AGCS and ICESTAR Symposia all day

The division of the Thu and Fri time into sessions will take place once we see the papers submitted. We would plan to have Thu and Fri keynotes on ASPECT, ITASE, READER, MOSAK etc

We have also received a suggestion for a workshop on Biogeochemical cycles and climate change over the Antarctic sea ice.

Allocation of AGCS funds

2005 – have 21K

ICE READER

4K

AGCS SSG

4K

Re-analysis workshop UK 19-21 Oct 2005 (?) 
10K

Total 2005 spend
18K

Carry over to 2006
3K

2006 – have 24K (with 2005 carry over)

OCEAN READER


4K

ICE READER



4K

Sea ice thickness workshop, Hobart
6K

Last 2000 year w/shop Hobart
6K

Total 2006 spend


20K

Funds unallocated


4K

John Turner

1 July 2005
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