The SCAR Antarctica and the Global Climate System (AGCS) Programme

Scientific Steering Committee Meeting

1:00pm to 5:00 pm Monday, 07th July 2008
(during the SCAR/IASC IPY Open Science Conference, St Petersburg, Russia)
Attendees:

John Turner (JT, Chair), Paul Mayeweski, Anthony Worby (AW), Shigeru Aoki (ShA), Helen Campbell (HC), Nancy Bertler (NB, Secretary)
Apologies from:
Alberto N. Garabato (AG), Mike Meredith (MM), Gino Cassassa (GC), Cunde Xiao (CX), David Bromwich (DB), Tas van Ommen (TO)

New Members:

Siobhan O’Farrell (SO), Stephen Ackley (StA)
Observers:

Scott Bork, Jefferson Simones, Azizan Abu Samah, Korean Representatives 

Updates on the Steering Committee

· John Turner’s 4 year term as the Chair of the SC has come to an end. The SC team would like to thank John for his hard work initiating AGCS, and turning it into a vibrant, active and successful group. John will stay on as member of the SC. Alberto Garabato was unanimously elected as the new Chair. 
· Tony Worby and Mike Meredith are leaving the SC. The SC team would like to thank Tony and Mike for their excellent contributions and Mike for two outstanding editions of NOTUS. Nancy Bertler will take over as the new editor of NOTUS.
· The SC unanimously elected Stephen Ackley, Azizan abu Samah and Siobhan O’Farrell as new members.
Updates on ACTION items of 2007 Meeting Minutes
· Special Issue in ‘Journal of Climate’ 
Not achieved
· Ice Reader

The University of Maine is thanked for excellent progress. The data base achieved a substantially increase in hosted ice core records. In addition, data from the AWI operated Pangea data base will be added to Ice Reader

· Aerosol / Trace Gas Reader
The small but very effective group has developed a white paper on trace elements to POPs. Contact person: Dave Hoffman (USA, Chair), Carlo Barbante (Italy), Shumin Ming (Korea), Berry Lyons (USA)
ACTION: JT to offer the group to create a data base hosted by READER

ACTION: JT to offer Dave Hoffman to join AGSC SC to foster relationship with Aerosol / Trace Gas Group
· Sea-Ice Extent / Thickness Reader

Tony Worby and Stephen Ackley are congratulated for an excellent publication on ASPeCt in JGR containing the largest yet collected data set. The online products, such as maps of data etc., have yet to be developed.
· Links to other Programmes

ICESTAR

ACTION: JT to approach A. Weatherwax to establish relationship with AGCS

ACE

Excellent collaboration was achieved between the two groups in the preparation of the SASOCS publication, providing a foundation for future integration.
Report to SCAR Delegates
The review of the AGCS programme by SCAR (working paper 19, available online on the SCAR webpage) recommended that the programme was highly successful and effective but noted that the programme could strengthen its public outreach effort as well as its public visibility. As AGCS has a large outreach component (60 Minutes documentary, AGCS webpage, AGCS logo, SASOCS publication, EOS publications, newsletter NOTUS, school visits), the SC believes the apparent underachievement is to a significant proportion due to incomplete reporting on outreach efforts.
ACTION: JT will prepare an AGCS publication for the New Scientist (by beginning of September to coincide with publication of SASOCS paper)
ACTION: PM will prepare a manuscript for Science based on SASOCS (also by beginning of September)

ACTION: NB will send out a reminder before the next reporting round to include outreach efforts of individual groups, such as public lectures, school visits, media interviews etc.
The review further noted the lack of representatives on the SC of emerging Antarctic nations. 
ACTION: The new chair, AG, will invite several scientists from emerging Antarctic nations to join the SC. In addition, we encourage and warmly welcome any not yet represented nation to approach the SC should they wish to join the programme.
The AGCS SC endorses the recommendation by Peter Barrett (NZ) that SCAR registers as observer of IPCC. ACTION: AG to liaise with SCAR to obtain observer status.
Implementation of set Targets for 2009
1. CASA / TPIA (Tropical-Polar InterAction)
2. Compilation of a >200year temperature record across Antarctica

3. Completion of ACCE publication by the Nov 08. We are particularly pleased with the evolving input by the biological science community to this report and special effort will be made to invite scientists to extent upper atmosphere sections. 
4. Popular version of ACCE

5. Quantify the heat flux of the Southern Ocean
6. Assessment of current state of ocean models

7. Investigate processes controlling Southern Ocean overturning circulation
8. Variability in synoptic activity in the Southern Ocean and its links to 
the wind field

9. Integration of sea-ice thickness from ship observations, remote sensing data, and observational data (extension of ASPECT)

10. Extending and compiling proxy data of the Southern Annular Mode

11. Publication of a public outreach manuscript – eg. New Scientist or Science

12. Contribution of data to data bases, such as READER
13. Recent changes in ocean acidification
14. Improved atmospheric/oceanic predictions with GCMs using observations
15. Create a key fields/indices online data base containing data on the SAM, ENSO, SSTs, Sea Ice, mean meteorological fields etc
AGCS Subgroups
· Sophocles, report by SO on last two meetings:
· ASPeCt was highly successful and it was decided that is should continue. Two major cruises have taken place, which aimed to ground truth of satellite data, deployed the 3. drifting station in Antarctica, and had also a biological focus. 

· It was requested to combine in-situ measurements into a data centre

· AGCS has provided funding for students to digitise data from 13 voyages – ACTION: SO to find out from TW the online link

· ITASE, report by PM

· Very successful seasons with still new members joining. Most recently Poland was welcomed as the 21st Nation to join ITASE

· During the ITASE Synthesis Workshop Castine, Maine 2-5 Sept. 2008, organised by PM and the Climate Change Institute, University of Maine, 32 participants discussed the international ITASE results. The aim is to initiate a synthesis of all ITASE data, to provide proxy records for sea-ice, climate indices, etc. and to identify potential trends. The synthesis showed that many Antarctic systems are changing noticeably and faster than previously thought. A summary of the findings will be reported in next NOTUS edition.
· JCADM – discussion with HC

· Feedback on SCAR Data Strategy - The SC recommended that Data Centres should make access to data much easier

· Antarctic Master Directory (AMD) - creating an AGCS portal on the AMD was endorsed by the SC.  Concern was raised that the AMD would duplicate existing databases, but HC pointed out that all it does is direct people to where data is, rather than duplicating existing databases.  The SC also recommended that the AGCS portal should recommend the best databases, by promoting them to the top of relevant searches in the portal.  If it could also promote key fields/data summaries from these databases at the top of each search (e.g best current estimates of sea ice, Ozone, surface pressure charts etc), that would also be useful for non-specialist scientists wanting to use AGCS data. ACTION: HC to recommend this to JCADM.

Publications
· SASOCS – report by PM: paper is ‘in press’ and available online. The SC would like to thank in particular PM, JT, and Colin Summerhayes for their leadership in coordinating this comprehensive publication.
· ACCE – report by JT: the manuscript is currently available in draft for comments and will be submitted in November 2008. Particular efforts were made to include a biology perspective to ACCE. A large number of authors have contributed to this document and the SC would like to thank in particular JT for his vision and leadership to initiate and successfully coordinate this effort. To ensure that ACCE is a ‘living’ document, it will be printed as hard copy initially, but then uploaded on wikipedia-style webpage. To avoid unproductive conflicts with lobbying groups, the site might be password protected, allowing only identified contributing authors and editors to edit the text.
SCAR AGCS Programme 2009/10 Draft Budget

	
	2009 (K$)
	2010 (K$)

	ASPECT
	2
	4

	South Ocean Observing System
	3
	3

	Tropical Polar Interactions
	2
	2

	SOPHOCLES
	2
	3

	Weather Forecasting handbook
	1.5
	-

	Malaysian Workshop on the Antarctic Wind Field
	2
	-

	Outreach
	-
	3

	Data recovery
	1.5
	2

	Page Charges
	1
	3

	
	
	

	Total
	15
	20
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